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Alexandra Ballet Pointes to the Future, Naming Associate Director
In a bravura move designed to secure the legacy of its eminent Artistic Director, Alexandra Zaharias, the Board of Directors
of Alexandra Ballet has announced the appointment of CiCi Houston to the position of Associate Director of the Company,
effective July 1, 2011.
This move positions the area’s longest performing ballet company to carry on its highly
respected programming well into the future, ensuring that the St. Louis community for
generations to come will continue to enjoy the level of excellence in classical ballet that is the
hallmark of Ms. Zaharias’ company.
Originally from Detroit, Michigan, Houston received her early ballet training from Theresa Lee
Crawford, and subsequently from Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet. She continued her studies
at Virginia School of the Arts under the direction of Petrus Bosman. Her professional
performance career included companies and guest artist roles in Italy, New York, Wisconsin,
and St. Louis, dancing soloist and principal roles in world‐renowned classical, neoclassical, and
contemporary works.
Ms. Houston joined the faculty of the AB’s ballet academy, Alexandra School of Ballet, in 2003. A year later, she was named
Ballet Mistress for the Company, and the following year was appointed Company Administrator for AB. Her biggest project
to date was the restaging of the Ballet Russe favorite, Graduation Ball, which provided an exuberant finale for AB’s 2011
Mainstage Production, “Gems of the Ballet”. Her ascent within the Company is directly related to the unique rapport she
shares with Ms. Zaharias and Houston’s exceptional skills in teaching, rehearsing, choreographing, and working with pre‐
professional dancers.
Alexandra Zaharias, who established Alexandra Ballet over 30 years ago, began to consider adding an Associate Director to
her staff early last year, and for her, the nomination of Houston to the position was obvious. “CiCi and I share so many of
the same sensibilities, standards, and expectations,” she said. “Ultimately, we share the same vision of the future for the
Company, as well.”
At the age of eighty‐two, Ms. Zaharias still works a full schedule of teaching ballet classes and overseeing production
rehearsals at the studios in Chesterfield. She has no plans to retire at this time, but is pleased by the decision of the Board
of Directors to take this important step in securing the future of this award‐winning pre‐professional dance company.
“It’s thrilling to me,” noted Ms. Zaharias, “ that my lifelong mission of creating excellent ballet in St. Louis will continue to
be protected and nurtured by a very talented artistic staff, and that our dancers will continue to receive the best possible
training right here in their own home town. It’s everything I’ve ever dreamed of.”
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